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Good News 

The Lord’s Return Is Nearer 
 

Matthew 28:19 provides the Church these words of Jesus, Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  From them 
we understand the Gospel, the Good News of Christ crucified and risen again, to be an urgent             
message - an urgent message to the world, a vital message which can only be made known by the 
Church, for all to hear, for all who will hear.  
 
With November upon us, it also means the season of Advent is near - that time on the Church            
calendar when we consider more intently the Lord’s arrival, be it in Bethlehem or on the clouds on 
the last day. Every day that goes by means the Lord’s return is nearer than ever. In knowing this, 
how prepared are we? Does this season of preparation affect you in some way? Or is Advent simply 
preparation for Christmas? If such is the case, then we are missing a key part of the equation aren’t 
we? Of course cuddly swaddling clothed baby Jesus is easy for us, yet leaving Him in the manger 
means we haven’t grasped the work of salvation. Overlooking or discounting Jesus’ arrival in the 
clouds on the last day means the urgency of the message of salvation has been diminished. What 
are we, the LWML, doing with the urgency the Gospel has for us? A resounding plenty would be in 
order, as those mites fund many ministry efforts, aiding the great task of bringing the message of 
salvation through Christ alone to the world, to our neighbor.  
 
Advent allows us time for preparedness, our hearts and minds alert for what is to come, the Lord’s 
arrival in the Bethlehem manger and His return on the clouds. So, let’s not define Advent as simply 
the prelude to Christmas, but rather an extension of it, one culminating in our Lord’s return. As those 
who wear the name of their God upon their forehead and upon their heart, placed there on our 
[spiritual] birthday, we continue the task of making disciples, with our eyes on the harvest as well as 
on the clouds, praying, Come Lord Jesus, while keeping our hands to the plow.  Amen. 

 

In Service to Christ,  

Pastor Schmeltz  

Jr. Pastoral Counselor 
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   Follow the Leader 
 

Pastor Schmeltz, Amanda Houser, April Freeman and I recently returned 
from the Assembly of Leaders in St. Louis The theme was “Follow the 
Leader” (Jesus Christ).  It was very rewarding, and we will share much of 
the information with you in three different presentations.   

 

Since returning I have been thinking about various times Jesus has called 
me to follow Him. He called me at my Baptism and at my confirmation.  As 
an adult, He called me to be a teacher.  I follow Him, but because I am a 
sinner, I keep falling away.  

 

Our hymnal has 10 hymns with the invitation “Come.”  The Gospels contain many 
phrases with the word follow.  Jesus used the word follow when he called His disciples.     
And He said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men,” Immediately they 
left their nets and followed Him (Matthew 4:19-20). 

 

After this he went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax booth.  And 
He said to him, “Follow me,” And leaving everything, he rose and followed Him (Luke 
5:27,28). 

 

Have you ever played Follow the Leader?  You follow the person in the front and mimic 
all the actions they do.  That is what Jesus wants us to do, follow Him and try to mimic 
Him.  Jesus does not ask us to follow Him, but He commands us to follow Him. He 
wants all people to follow Him. In following Him we reach out in our communities and 
teach others to follow Christ.  We reach out in the LWML to all the people in the world so 
that others may follow us as we as we lead them to Christ. 

 

LWML exists to make followers of Christ.  We reach out to people living near us through 
our words and actions.  We reach out to people far away through our mites and our         
actions in His mission fields.    

 

What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, 
and the God of peace will be with you (Philippines 4:9). 

 

Follow the Leader! 

PRESIDENT’S PAGE                    MARGE GRUBER 
 

Marge Gruber 

LWML Indiana 
District         

President 
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Small Grants 
Name of Grant Amount 

Requested 
Amount 

Paid 

Early Childhood Ministry at Trinity Lutheran Darmstadt     $5,000  

King’s Community Outreach       $4,600 Paid in Full 

Rebecca’s Garden of Hope     $5,000 $2,500 

Word, Worship & Witness (Togo)     $2,150.50 Paid in Full 

MISSION GRANTS INDIANA DISTRICT 2018-2020 

Large Grant Proposals  
The Mission Grant to Monterrey, Mexico, was withdrawn,  

so that money was redistributed to other grants. 

Name of Grant Amount 
Requested 

Amount 
Paid 

Ascension Lutheran Christian School Playground     $10,000 Paid in Full 

Calvary Indian Mission     $5,500 Paid in Full 

Compass International Family Center     $10,000 Paid in Full 

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis Food Bank     $10,000 $5,000 

Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne                        
Food & Clothing Co-op     $10,000 $5,000 

LAMP Ministry Inc.     $10,000  

LCMS Missionary Support:  Rev. Delwyn Campbell     $7,500 Paid in Full 

Lutheran South Unity School     $10,000 Paid in Full 

Multimedia Gospel Outreach to Burmese People     $10,000 Paid in Full 

Orphan Grain Train Forklift Replacement     $10,000  

Worship Anew     $10,000  

Chinese Community Center in Newburgh     $2,245.50  

MISSION GRANTS  PRESENTATIONS 
                                                                 JULIA STAFFORD 

We presented this grant at a 
special Labor Day service at 
Lutherhaven. After the service 
five Burmese were baptized in 
the lake.  

We have been very busy giving out mission grants this fall. Here are some pictures from a few of our 
grant presentations: 

Multimedia Gospel Outreach 
to Burmese People 
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MISSION GRANT PRESENTATIONS (CONTINUED) 

Calvary India Mission We attended a Tamil worship service at Calvary Lutheran 
Church, Indianapolis. We received shawls, a special honor in the Indian culture. 

Word, Worship & Witness  
Since traveling to Togo was 
not an option, we presented 
this grant at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Fort Wayne. 

Ascension Lutheran 
Christian School  

Playground  
At the Gary Zone Rally, I 

presented this grant to 
help Ascension Lutheran       

Christian School.  

Lutheran South Unity School  
The students of LSUS sang beautifully at Zion 
Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne. This Grant will 
be a blessing to their music program. 

King’s Community Outreach Rev. King was very excited to 
receive this grant that will help support his ministry in Fort Wayne. 
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HUMAN CARE                          JANET HITZEMAN 
 

 
The season of fall brings many different activities and thoughts.  I think 
of God’s wondrous creation and how He clothes the trees in beautiful 
colors before the long days of winter. Reformation Day reminds us that 
eternal life cannot be earned by good works, but that it is a free gift of 
God’s grace through faith in Jesus. All Saints’ Day gives us a special time to               
remember those who have already received this gift of eternal life. Fall also provides 

us with the special day of Thanksgiving when we can reflect on 
all of the wonderful gifts God has provided for us.  I recently         
attended a Bible study on “The Doctrine of Vocation: How God 
Hides Himself in Human Works.”  Martin 
Luther was one of the first to use the word 
vocation to refer to secular offices and        

occupations.  We are reminded that every kind of work is a           
calling from God that requires us to use the gifts, talents and 
skills that we have been given by Him to His glory.  Another way 
to think of it is that a vocation is a mask of God.  Use this time of beauty and bounty to 
think of ways that you can put on the mask of God and reach out to serve your          
neighbor with joy and thanksgiving. 

Please note that a new Financial Secretary was elected at the LWML Indiana District Convention in June.    
All checks should be sent to:  
  Arlene Wolfgang 
  440 S 325 E 
  Lagro, IN 46941-9528 

NEW FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

                                                             
At the convention in Mobile, the women of the Indiana, Michigan 
and Ohio districts will extend a invitation to the 2021 LWML            
convention in Lexington, Kentucky.  The more ladies in attendance 
in Mobile, the more LWMLers will know how excited we are to host 
the national convention.    
 

You received an email about convention positions 
from Ruth Thomas and me.  Please consider one 
of these positions as God has blessed you.  Use 
your talents to serve the Lord with gladness.  The 
LWML needs YOU. 

CONVENTIONS                 PRES. MARGE GRUBER 
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Convention Date: June 20–23, 2019 
 

Convention Location: Mobile, Alabama 
 

Theme: In Praise to the LORD! 
 

Scripture Verse: Sing to the Lord, all the earth! Tell of his salvation from day to day. 
Declare his glory among the nations (1 Chronicles 16:23–24a). 
 

Bus Departing:  Wednesday, June 19, 2019, from Faith Lutheran Church,         
      Greenfield, IN at 6:00 a.m. 
 

First Stop:  Sellersberg, IN at 8:00 a.m. 
 

Cost:  $175 - $275 per person (the more passengers, the lower the cost)   
      Cost covers:  bus, bus driver expenses, shuttle to and from the convention        
      center each day. 
 
If you need to travel to Greenfield on June 18 or stay the night on June 23, here are         
hotel suggestions: 
 Quality Inn 
 Holiday Inn Express 
 Hampton Inn  
 Super 8 
 
Contact Cathie Wakeland to sign up or for questions at wakelandcj@gmail.com.  

2019 LWML CONVENTION BUS INFORMATION 

What is the Gifts of Love Legacy Circle? 
The Gifts of Love Legacy Circle is a group of women (and men) who have included LWML in 
their estate and/or gift plans.  A gift plan could be a bequest, IRA designation, charitable trust, 
gift annuity or other instrument that will eventually terminate with a gift for LWML (national and/or 
districts).  Those who have already completed plans through an LWML Gift Planning Counselor 
will automatically be included as members of the Legacy Circle. 

What is the Legacy Circle’s purpose? 
Its purpose is to give glory to God for those donors who are giving witness to the value of LWML 
in their lives and for their vision inspired by the Holy Spirit to build LWML ministries for              
generations to come. 

What are the benefits of being a Legacy Circle donor? 
First, and above all, are the spiritual blessings.  As faithful stewards, these donors are equipping 
future generations to serve our Lord through LWML. They are connecting with others who have 
responded with thanksgiving to God for His bountiful blessings throughout their lifetimes.  Legacy 
Circle members will be invited to a lunch/brunch with a featured speaker at the June 2019             
National LWML Convention in Mobile, AL.  Eventually, similar events will be held regionally 
throughout the United States to reach more Legacy Circle stewards.  Each donor  receives a       
certificate of appreciation and a periodic Legacy Circle newsletter highlighting donor stories and 
articles of special interest. 

 How can I participate in the Legacy Circle? 
If you have named LWML in your estate or gift plan or would like a Legacy Circle 
enrollment form, please contact pat.bilow@lfnd.org or call (800)741-4138. 

 

 

GIFTS OF LOVE LEGACY CIRCLE 
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LWML INDIANA DISTRICT OFFICERS 
 
President 
Marge Gruber, 260-482-4759, gruber2141@gmail.com  
Vice President - Spiritual Resource Department 
Libby Moeller, 260-563-7489, libby0704@gmail.com 

Vice President - Missions 
Julia Stafford, 260-403-5851, jstafford@ourshepherd.org  
Vice President-Conventions and Communications 
Cathie Wakeland, 260-348-3061, wakelandcj@gmail.com 
Recording Secretary 
Anne Hartman, 317-738-2290, achartman@usa.net 
Financial Secretary 
Arlene Wolfgang, 260-571-2577, arlene.kay47@gmail.com 
Treasurer 
Deb Sorokin, 574-533-0019, debgl1@aol.com 
Counselors 
Rev. Joseph Cunnningham, 219-405-2209, 
jrcunning@comcast.net 

Rev. Rodney Schmeltz, 812-686-6054,  

pastorschmeltz@gmail.com 

Appointed Officers 
Christian Life Chairman 
Barb Rastl, 812-886-9965, rastl@att.net 
Christian Outreach Chairman 
Krista Newmaster, 812-499-4798,                    
newmastersiz@Hotmail.com 
Human Care Chairman 
Amy Leineweber, 317-374-5223, amygenealogy1@aol.com 
Leader Development Chairman 
Olivia Gunter, 812-614-6599, olivia.joy.original@gmail.com 
Ruth Armel Scholarship Chairman 
Sue Pflughoeft, 219-987-3399, pflughoeft6266@comcast.net 
Structure Chairman 
Miriam Neumann, 317-497-1487, miriamn@comcast.net 
Young Woman Representative Chairman 
Courtney Whipker, 812-521-8967, courtney.whipker@cune.org 
 
 
 

 
Archivist-Historian 
Shirley Gut, 574-842-3927, slcp@att.net  
Circulation Manager 
Renee South, 317-776-0299, south87@sbcglobal.net 
Crisis Management Coordinator 
Christy Mowrey, 574-594-2971, cmowrey77@gmail.com  
Editor  
Bev McIntosh, 317-781-0391, lwmleditor@comcast.net 
Meeting Manager 
Gloria Wood, 502-551-0548, gwood92947@aol.com 
Parliamentarian 
Pat Potratz, 219-229-1973, rp-potratz@sbcglobal.net 

  Public Relations Director 
  Jo Anne Furniss,812-867-1885,                                
  bef90jaf@sbcglobal.net 
  Communications Coordinator 
  Penny Letterman, 812-568-7290,                                             
  lwmlcommunicator@gmail.com  
  Web Servant 
  Melanie Johnson, 313-289-2869,  
  webmaster@lwmlindiana.org 
  Nominating Committee Chairman 
  Renee Schuller, 260-418-4645,  
  Renee.schuller.rs@gmail.com 

Retreat Chairman 
Donna Wagner, 317-409-0610, djwagner98@aol.com 
Mission Trip Coordinator 
Sharon Warner, 812-608-0284, icehouse@psci.net  
Scholarship Chairman 
Iris Wittman, 812-549-8250, mariawit35@gmail.com 
Heart to Heart District Leader 
Becky Thibodeau, 317-985-8903, bthibs@att.net  
Special Convention Fund Coordinator 
Peg Brettin, 574-772-3343, pjbrettin@yahoo.com 
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LWML Indiana District 

Penny Letterman, Communications Coordinator 

PO Box 607 

Boonville IN 47601  

IMPORTANT INFORMATON  
 

Send all money collected for mites,  
Quarterly, scholarship and all donations to the                          
Financial Secretary:  

   Arlene Wolfgang 

   440 S 325 E 

   Lagro, IN  46941-9528 

   arlene.kay47@gmail.com 
 

Make checks payable to LWML Indiana District 

 

“Serve the Lord 

with Gladness” 

(Psalm 100:2)  

 

PLEASE send your district and/or zone minutes and               
programs!  I really need documents prior to 2010.  Many 

zones have not sent 2017 items.  Send via email, U.S. Mail              
or bring them to any district event. 

Shirley Gut, Archivist-Historian 

21 Fleet Parkway, Culver, IN  46511 

slcp@att.net 

 

 
 

Indiana District LWML Retreat 2019 

March 29-30, 2019 
 

Sisters in Christ—Chosen to Care      
 

Retreat Speaker:  Katie Schuermann (author) 
Bible Verse:  Colossians 3:12 
Location:  CRG Event Center,  
Plainfield, IN    


